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Chairman Fulbright, Chairman Russell, and members of the Senate Foreign 
Relations and Armed Services Committees: 

During the past few days, deliberate and unprovoked military attacks by the 
North Vietnamese have given rise to the need for us to appear here today. I 
should like to review the attacks with you briefly and to describe the responses 
we made to those attacks. 

The first incident occurred on August 2. It concerned the USS MADDOX, one 
of our destroyers engaged in a routine patrol in International waters of the 
G ulf of Tonkin off the North Viet Nam coast. At about noon, when the MADDOX 
was about 30 miles from the coast, she reported that three torpedo boats were 
on a southerly course heading toward the ship at a range of over 10 miles . 

Two hours later, at approximately 2:kO P.M., the MADDOX was approached by a 
high speed — 4 5 to 50 knot — craft. She reported that the apparent intention 
of this craft was to conduct a torpedo attack and that she intended to open 
fire in self-defense if necessary. She was attacked by the three FT craft at 
3: 08 P.M. She opened fire with her five-inch battery after three warning shots 
failed to slow down the attackers. The PTs continued their closing maneuvers, 
and two of the PTs closed to 5,000 yards, each firing one torpedo. The MADDOX 
changed course in an evasive move and the two torpedoes passed on the starboard 
side at a distance of 100 to 200 yards, 
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The USS TICONDEROGA, which was operating in waters to the southeast and 
which had been alerted to the impending attack, advised she was sending four 
already airborne F-8E (CRUSADER) fighters with rockets and 20 mm ammuni tion to 
provide air cover for the MADDOX. At about 3:21 P.M., the t hir d hostile FT 
moved up to the beam of the MADDOX and received a direct hit by a five-inch round; 
at the same time it dropped a torpedo into the water which was not seen to run. 
Machine gun fire from the PTs was directed at the MADDOX. However, there was no 
injury to personnel and no damage. The MADDOX continued in a southerly 
direction to join with a sister destroyer, the C. TURNER JOY, as TICONDEROGA 
aircraft commenced attacking the PTs. ZUNI rocket runs and 20 mm strafing att acks 
were directed against two of the FTs, and they were damaged. The third FT remainec 
dead in the water after the direct hit by the MADDOX. At 3:29 P.M., the engagement 
terminated and the aircraft escorted the MADDOX southward on its patrol course. 

On Monday, August 3> the President made public instructions that he had 
issued the day before regarding future patrols and engagements with enemy craft. 

He instructed the Navy, first, to continue the patrols in the Gulf of To nki n; 
second, to double the force by adding an additional destroyer to the one already 
on patrol; third, to provide a combat air patrol over the destroyers; and fourth, 
to issue instructions to the combat aircraft and to the destroyers (a) to attack 
any force which attacked them in international waters, and (b) to attack with the 
objective of not only driving off the force but of destroying it. 

At the same time as these instructions were being broadcast throughout the 
world, the State Department, acting pursuant to the President’s further 
instructions, took steps to deliver a note of protest to the North Vietnam regime. 
The note was also widely publicized. It concluded with the words, "The United 
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States Government expects that the authorities of the regime in North Viet -Nam 
will he under no misapprehension as to the grave consequences which would 
inevitably result from any further unprovoked offensive military action against 
United States forces.” 

Our hopes that the firm defensive action taken in response to the first 
attack and the protest to Hanoi would end the matter were short-lived. 

After the first attack on Sunday, the MADDOX joined with its sister 
destroyer, the USS TURNER JOY, in the Gulf of Tonkin and resumed its patrol 
in international waters, as directed by the President. 

Monday, August 3* was uneventful. 

The patrol was also uneventful .ug most of the daylight hours of 
Tuesday, August k. In the earl"' • ening of August 4, however, the MADDOX 
reported radar contact with • identified surface vessels who were paralleling 
its track and the track the TURNER JOY. It was 7*.^ P.M. when the MADDOX 
reported that, from -~sions being taken by those unidentified vessels, an 
attack by them ap, ^ared imminent . At this time the MADDOX was heading southeast 
near the cente*' of the Gulf of Tonkin in International, waters approximately 6 5 
miles from tne nearest land. 

The MADDOX at 8:36 P.M. established new radar contact with two unidentified 
surface vessels and three unidentified aircraft. At this time, U. S. fighter 
aircraft were launched from the TICONDEROGA to rendezvous with the MADDOX and 
the TURNER JOY to provide protection against possible attack from the unidentified 
vessels and aircraft, in accordance with the Presidents previously issued 
directives. Shortly thereafter, the MADDOX reported that the unidentified aircraft 
had disappeared from its radar screen and that the surface vessels were remaining 
at a distance . The aircraft from the TICONDEROGA arrived and commenced defensive 
patrol over the MADDOX and the TURNER JOY. 
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I At 9:30 P.M., additional unidentified vessels were observed on the MADDOX 

radar, and these vessels began to close rapidly on the destroyer patrol at spefc..o 
in excess of kO knots. The attacking craft continued to close rapidly from the 
west and south and the MADDOX reported that their intentions were evaluated as 
hostile. The destroyers reported at 9:52 P.M. that they were under continuous 
torpedo attack and were engaged in defensive counterfire. 

Within the next hour, the destroyers relayed messages stating that they had 
avoided a number or torpedos, that they had been under repeated attack, and that 
they had sunk two of the attacking craft. By Midnight local time, the 
destroyers reported that, even though many torpedoes had been fired at them, 
they had suffered no hits nor casualties and that the defensive aircraft from 
the TICONDEROGA were illuminating the area and attacking the enemy surface 
craft . Shortly thereafter, they reported that at least two enemy craft had been 
sunk although low ceilings continued to hamper the aircraft operations. The 
TURNER JOY reported that during the engagement, in addition to the torpedo 
attack, she was fired upon by automatic weapons while being illuminated by 
searchlights . 

Finally, after more than two hours under attack, the destroyers reported 
at 1:30 A.M. that the attacking craft had apparently broken off the engagement. 

The deliberate and unprovoked nature of the attacks at locations that were 
indisputably in international waters compelled the President and his principal 
advisers to conclude that a prompt and firm military response was required. 
Accordingly, the Preident decided that air action, in reply to the unprovoked 
attacks, should be taken against gun boats and certain supporting facilities 
in North Vietnam which had been used in the hostile operations. On Tuesday 
evening, after consulting with Congressional leadership, he so informed the 
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American people. 

The United States military response was carefully planned and effectively 
carried out. The U. S. air strikes began approximately at noon Wednesday local 
time against North Vietnamese PT and gun boats, their bases and support facilities. 
These reprisal attacks, carried out by naval aircraft of the United States 
Seventh Fleet from the carriers TICONDEROGA and CONSTELLATION, were limited in 
scale -- their primary targets being the weapons against which our patrolling 
destroyers had been forced to defend themselves twice in the prior J2 hours. 

Specifically, our naval air forces launched 64 - attack sorties against b 
North Vietnamese patrol boat bases and their boats and against a major supporting 
oil storage depot. Strike reports indicate that all targets were severely hit, 
in particular the petroleum installation where 10$ of North Vietnam’s petroleum 
storage capacity was 90$ destroyed. Smoke was observed rising to 1^,000 feet. 

Some 25 North Vietnamese patrol boats were destroyed or damaged. 

Our losses were two aircraft destroyed and two damaged. One of the pilots 
is believed to have crashed with his plane between two FT craft he had under 
attack. An other pilot reported that he was ejecting from his downed aircraft. 

His whereabouts is at present listed as unknown. 

In view of the unprovoked and deliberate attacks in international waters 
on our naval vessels and bearing in mind that the best way to deter escalation 


is to be prepared for it, the President and his principal advisers concluded 
that additional precautionary measures were required in Southeast Asia. Certain 
military deployments to the area are therefore now underway. These include: 
a. Transfer of an attack carrier group from the Pacific Coast to the 


Western Pacific; 
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b. Movement of interceptor and fighter bomber aircraft into South Vietnar 
c . Movement of fighter bomber aircraft into Thailand; 

d. Transfer of interceptor and fighter bomber squadrons from the United 
States to advance bases in the Pacific; 

e . Movement of an ant i submarine force into the South C hin a Sea; 

f . The alerting q^d reading for movement of selected Army and Marine for 
In the meantime, U. S. destroyers with protective air cover as needed, 

continue their patrol in the international waters of the Gulf of Tonkin. 

The moves we have taken to reinforce our forces in the Pacific are in my 
judgment sufficient for the time being. Other reinforcing steps can be taken 


very rapidly if the situation requires . 

This concludes my descriptions of the two <.>.c curate '■••<1. ,*v >v 

Vietnamese attacks on U. U . naval vessels on ino nigu sous; oi the United 
States reprisal against the offending boats, their bases and related faciliti' 
and of the precautionary deployment and alerting steps we have taken to guard 
against any eventuality. 
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